
Leavening Church 
Thought for Sunday, 4th October (All We Can) 

Our thought for today comes 
from ‘The Vine’ worship 
material.  It is written by staff 
from the Methodist Church’s 
development charity ‘All We 
Can’ (www.allwecan.org.uk) 
and is based on the story of 
the feeding of the five 
thousand (John 6: 1-13). 
 
In the story there is a 
moment when Jesus is 
preaching, and suddenly 
there are lots of people listening, gathered around. And with this gathering 
comes a practical need: there are lots of hungry people. The disciple Philip 
comes to the Lord, practical, urgent and anxious: ‘where are we going to buy 
bread for all these people?’ Philip is one of those people who is carrying the 
clipboard to the demonstration, isn’t he? The spreadsheet-disciple. Thinking 
practically and making a list. For much of human history, we have thought about 
international development (and perhaps all ‘charitable work’) in the way that 
Philip thinks about it here: how much money do we need to meet the need? This 
is the model many of us default to when we want to support the very poorest 
people in our communities, and the world. 
 
Then, in the story, we get the Jesus moment. Jesus inverts Philip’s model on its 
head. Jesus asks, ‘what have they already got?’ Instead of us, coming into their 
context, pretending we have the ideas and that it is up to us to come up with the 
solutions to their practical needs – why don’t we ask them if they have ideas, 
resources or materials they’d like to use? Any food they would like to share? 
 
And the little boy, the illustration of so many Sunday school sermons, steps 
forward with his offer of his loaves and fish. And the miracle happens. A miracle 
of generosity – where suddenly everyone is sharing their food and all are fed. 
Everyone is satisfied. There is plenty left over – twelve baskets, in fact. 
 
The boy offers something very ordinary, and in Jesus’ hands it is changed into 
something extraordinary. 

And what about you? What do you have, what does each of us have, that we 

could place in the hands of the master today? What gifts, ideas, energy, time 

could we offer to Jesus – and see our ordinary day-to-day lives become 

something extraordinary? 

www.allwecan.org.uk
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+6%3A+1-13&version=NIVUK

