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The theme of the readings set for this week is death and resurrection, perhaps 

building us up for the Easter story in a few weeks.  The Old Testament reading 

is the famous passage from Ezekiel’s prophecy, where he is placed in a dry 

valley full of bones which come to life at his command, providing an allegory for 

a spiritual revival in Israel, which will see them return home from Exile in 

Babylon.  You can read the whole passage in Ezekiel 37: 1-14. 

Our gospel is the story of the raising of Lazarus.  On one level it is a story 

about physical resurrection, but Jesus uses events to convey spiritual truths in 

a conversation with Lazarus’s sister Mary.  There’s an interesting parallel here 

with Jesus’s conversation with the woman at the well that we heard about at 

our service two weeks ago. 

John 11:21-27 

Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. But even now I know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ 

Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that 

he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the 

resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will 

live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe 

this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 

God, the one coming into the world.’. 

Finally we have Romans 8: 6-11 in which Paul talks about the Holy Spirit 

giving life in its fullest sense to our mortal bodies.   

All three readings thus highlight the link between the life and death of our 

physical bodies and spiritual life with God.  This link is, as I am well aware this 

week, very apparent when we attend a funeral service; inevitably our thoughts 

focus on the physical loss of our loved one, but the service reminds us that, 

through Jesus’s death, this is not the end and we have life eternal. 

So as we listen to the news and the sad stories of illness and death, let us 

remember the hope we have in Christ and pray that others may share in that 

hope. 

Sovereign Lord, your hand has touched the dry bones of our faith,  

your Word has breathed new life where there was death,  

your spirit raised us up from where we lay,  

your love has brought us home and to your Cross,  

and by your grace we stand forgiven, free. Hallelujah! Amen1 

 
1 https://www.faithandworship.com/prayers_Lent.htm 
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